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Ski areas in Maine depend upon high amounts of electricity for their energy-intense snowmaking.  

The industry also depends on a healthy environment. Sunday River and Sugarloaf USA are 

finding ways to solve these potentially conflicting demands by improving the efficiency of their 

snowmaking equipment and investing in renewable energy.

¶¶¶¶¶ 

¶¶¶¶¶

Brown said, “In addition to the energy reduction programs, we have extended our commitment to 

a healthy Maine environment by committing to offset 100% of the two resorts’ electric usage by 

purchasing emission-free wind energy certificates.” By continually seeking ways to reduce their 

usage and purchasing Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs), Sunday River and Sugarloaf USA 

are doing their part to support Maine economically and environmentally.

Whether your business uses electricity in a relatively common way or you have unique needs –  

like snowmaking – Efficiency Maine’s field and technical staff is available to help you learn about 

your options for becoming more electric energy efficient. Just call us at 866-376-2463 and let us 

know how we can help.



Efficiency Maine’s Business Program has over 400 Program Allies 

across the state. Program Allies are vendors, contractors, suppliers 

and professionals who are familiar with Efficiency Maine and can help 

you with your energy efficiency project. 

LEWISTON – For Mitch Deblois, owner of Deblois Electric, 

working with Efficiency Maine is one way he and his 40  

employees serve their customers. 

¶¶¶¶¶ 

¶¶¶¶¶

Deblois Electric serves residential, commercial and light 

industrial customers throughout southern and central Maine 

and has completed a number of projects with Efficiency Maine 

incentives, including Holy Cross School in Lewiston, Floor  

Systems in Lewiston, F.W. Webb in Lewiston, Concord Group 

Insurance in Auburn and Augusta, and Corey & Then PA in 

South Portland. 

Deblois said that, in addition to the savings customers realize, 

energy efficient lighting also provides excellent light quality. 

“Often, people don’t realize the effect an improvement in light-

ing can have on the workplace. 

Each of us is a 

product  

of our 

environment:  

if a person works in a 

poorly lit area, chances are the 

work produced is of lesser qual-

ity. A well lit work area improves 

productivity by enhancing the 

quality of the workplace.”

Deblois added, “The bottom line is to 

make the customer happy and we like 

working with Efficiency Maine because 

doing so helps us better serve our 

customers.  

If you would like to contact Deblois 

Electric or any of the Program Allies for 

the Efficiency Maine Business Program, 

visit our Web site and look for “Participating  

Program Allies” or call us toll-free at  

866-376-2463.

Each year, we review the Efficiency Maine Business Program and our application process. 

This year’s changes, which will take effect in early 2007, are designed to simplify and stream-

line the pre-approval and application process. 

Our review is based on feedback we received from participants and Program Allies and is con-

sistent with our mission to “promote the more efficient use of electricity.” As new technologies 

become available, prices change and the market moves, we make adjustments to encourage 

adoption of the best technologies while making the most efficient use of incentive funds.  

Beginning February 2007, the following changes will take effect:
•  Prescriptive incentives for common refrigeration measures will be available. 

•  Program application requirements and forms will be streamlined to reduce paperwork and confusion.

•  Pre-approval will no longer be required for any qualifying lighting or refrigeration purchase when the 

incentive is under $1,000. Farm equipment and motors will require no pre-approval at all. Efficiency 

Maine staff will still be available to review these projects in advance if the customer desires. 

•  High Performance T8 fluorescent lamps and ballasts will be eligible for incentives, however, standard 

T8s have become the industry standard, and will no longer qualify for an incentive.

Please visit our Web site efficiencymaine.com/business_programs.htm if you have questions  

or call Efficiency Maine at 866-376-2463.

Program Changes Effective February 2007: 

Change is in the Air

Refrigeration typically accounts for a third or more of a grocer’s electric energy use. Supermarkets,  

grocery and convenience stores, delis, florists and restaurants all depend on walk-in coolers 

and freezers, as well as a variety of reach-in display cases for chilled and frozen products. 

Technological improvements in commercial refrigeration systems have taken a quantum leap 

in recent years in terms of energy efficiency and performance.  

    When purchasing new equipment look for the following features:

 

If purchasing new equipment is not an option right now, you can still take steps to make sure 

your existing system is operating at maximum efficiency. Some of the features listed above 

can be retrofitted for existing refrigeration and many of the most effective measures relate to 

cleaning and maintenance. For a list of no-cost or low-cost steps you can take, visit 

the Energy Wise Tools page and look for “Energy Efficient Refrigeration” or call to 

request copies. 

With careful purchasing, you can save on operating costs and prolong the 

life of your refrigeration equipment. In 2007, Efficiency Maine will start 

offering prescriptive incentives on refrigeration equipment. Learn 

more about cash incentives available through the Efficiency Maine  

Business Program from your refrigeration supplier. For a list of suppliers 

who are familiar with Efficiency Maine, visit the Business Program pages 

at efficiencymaine.com or call toll-free 866-376-2463. 

By Brian McCowan, Technical Coordinator, Efficiency Maine Business Program 

•   Outside air economizers

•   Evaporator fan motor controls

•   Door heater controls

•   Zero energy doors

•   High-efficiency evaporator fan motors

•   Floating head pressure controls

•   New discus or scroll compressors

•   Energy Star® reach-in refrigerator  

     and freezers 

•   High efficiency ice makers 




